
The Mystery
Ephesians 3:1-11
Introduction: 
A Biblical definition of “mystery” -- It is “a previously unrevealed truth that is now revealed.”
“for this reason” (Τούτου χάριν) refer back: {see also v14}
1. Specifically to 2:11-22 the Gentiles – and the Jews – being raised to a new level.
2. Generally to the whole epistle so far – God’s grace that has come to the Gentiles.
“I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles” - refers to Paul’s imprisonment in Rome for his ministry of the Gospel, especially for these Gentiles.
II Timothy 1:11-12
“{gospel), ﻿﻿﻿to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher ﻿﻿of the Gentiles. For this reason I also suffer these things;”
It was because of his ministry among the Gentiles that Jewish opposition arose against him. This resulted in his being attacked in Jerusalem (Acts 21) and put on trial in Caesarea (Acts 24) and Rome (Acts 25:10).  Paul was about to offer a prayer on behalf of these believers. But he stopped right in the middle of a sentence (at the end of 3:1) and digressed on the subject of the mystery of Christ. Then he resumed his prayer, starting with verse 14, where he repeats “for this reason.”
He explained this mystery, the Sacred Secret his responsibility to dispense it, the Special Service.

I. The Sacred Secret – 3:2-6
A. The Dispensation of the Grace of God – 3:2

“Since, indeed, you have heard of the ﻿﻿dispensation of the grace of God ﻿﻿which was given to me for you,”
“If you have heard” does not indicate that Paul wonders if they have. It should be read, “since (εἴ), indeed (γε)  you have heard…” They have indeed heard.
The word “dispensation” (οἰκονομίαν) has the sense of stewardship or “commission” which has to be dispensed to the Gentiles. Paul is like a steward in a household who is in charge of dispensing the other servants and minor children their daily food and other necessities. (See Theo. IV notes, page 1)
Paul is dispensing to these Gentiles the grace of God, which was given to him for them.
B. The Revelation of the Mystery – 3:3-5
﻿
“how that by revelation ﻿﻿He made known to me the mystery.”
1. It Came by Revelation – 3:3-4
This is not something Paul thought up. It came to him by revelation from Jesus, Himself.
Paul had already written about this mystery, “as I have briefly written already,” This may be a reference to chapter 2 or it could be a reference to Col.1:26-27.
2. It had Not been Revealed Before – 3:5 
“which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:”
Question: Does the “as” (ὡς) mean
1. “Not as much”: The mystery was partially revealed in OT -- It does not rain in Arizona as it does in Florida. (Degree)
                    OR 
   2. “Not at all”: The mystery was not revealed at all -- The sun doesn’t shine in the night as it does in the day. (kind)
Grammatically, it can go either way. How do you decide? Verse 9 where was the mystery hidden? In God, not in the OT!

C. The Constitution of the Mystery – 3:6

﻿
“that the Gentiles ﻿﻿should be fellow heirs, of the same body,”
1. Gentiles have Equal Status in the Mystery
a. They are fellow heirs – same as the Jews
b. They are in the same body.
2. Gentiles have an Equal Part in the Promise and Partakers of His Promise in Christ through the Gospel.
Note: 
a. The Promise is Singular. It is Promise, Not Promises.
He is not talking about all of the promises that God made to Israel in the Palestinian – land – Deut. 28-29
Abrahamic  - -  Davidic  - -  Nation - II Sam. 7  - -  Mosaic - Blessing – Ex. 18-20
Gentiles do share in the New Covenant Jer. 31 which has replaced the Mosaic Covenant (II Cor. 3; Heb.7, 8, 9, esp. 8)
b. The Promise is Specific.

It is the promise in Christ not in Abraham or David. It is through the Gospel. There is nothing in the Gospel about Abraham or David.
II. The Special Service – 3:7-12 



A. Placement in the Ministry – 3:7-8a

“of which I became a minister ﻿﻿according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by ﻿﻿the effective working of His power.”
1. Paul was Placed as a Minister - διάκονος
That does not mean that he wears a robe and stands in front of the congregation. The word διάκονος means servant or attendant, one who serves in the interest of and for the benefit of others. We get our word “deacon” form this word.
Jesus used the term of Himself,
Luke 22:27
“I am among you as the One who serves.”

Mark 10.45
“For even ﻿﻿the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,”
2. He was Placed there by God’s Grace and Power.
a. He didn’t deserve to have it -- It was according to God’s Grace.
b. He didn’t have the ability to do it -- It came by God’s power and would be performed by God’s power
B. Performance in the Ministry – 3:8b-9
1. His Worth – 3:8a
“To me, ﻿﻿who am less than the least of all the saints,”
Paul violates good grammar to make a point. He invents a word ἐλαχιστο - Least -τέρῳ - er - “Less than the least” is a good translation.
2. His Work – 3:8b-9

a. Preach the Gospel 
1) Congregation – the Gentiles
2) Content –
a)  To Share the unsearchable riches of Christ. Gentiles can share in God’s grace - Eph.1:7; 2:7 and in His mercy – 2:4
b) To bring to light the stewardship of the mystery - Same word a “Dispensation” (3:1) Stewardship - οἰκονομία, i.e.: How it is to be worked out in the church.
3) Clarification –
Question: Where was the mystery hidden?
Answer: In God’s mind.
Question: Why bring in “who created all things”?
Answer: To show that the mystery was a part of God’s plan from the beginning.
C. Purpose in the Ministry – 3:10-12 
The Church is to teach angels – “to the intent - ἵνα - that now might be made known by the church ﻿﻿to the ﻿﻿principalities and powers in the heavenly places,”
1. The Teaching – “the ﻿﻿manifold wisdom of God”
The word “manifold” πολυποίκιλος -- The “manifold wisdom of God” does not refer to redemption as such but rather to the new relationship between believing Jews and Gentiles in one body. 

2. The “Teachees” – “principalities and powers in the heavenly places”
This phrase refers to the angels,

Ephesians 6:11
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against ﻿﻿principalities, against powers, against ﻿﻿the rulers of ﻿﻿the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

Don’t they know everything? No, only God knows everything. They learn by observing the church – this church.
3. The Teachers –

“made known by the church”
Question: Should we have a S.S class for the angels?

Answer: No, but they may sit in. They were there this morning. They will also learn by the way we treat each other, including those who are different, but esp. the Jews among us. Is she here?
“according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,”
This is not God’s plan B. It is plan A all the way.

Conclusion: 


















